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SENATE BI LL 6821

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators MAuliffe, Schmdt, Winstein, Kohl-Wlles, Pridenore,
Benton, Delvin, Rasnmussen and Franklin

Read first tine 01/25/2006. Referred to Commttee on Early Learning,
K-12 & Hi gher Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to college and career readiness centers; and
creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature recognizes that the state
has conmmtted itself to providing educational opportunities to students
until age twenty-one or until they receive a high school diplom,
whi chever occurs first. The | egislature further recognizes that the
pur pose of education reform has been to assure that all students are
provided a rigorous educational experience that will prepare themfor
college or the work force. The |egislature understands, however, that
all students have different learning styles and learn at different
rates and that sonme may require nore tine to earn a diplom than the

standard four years of high school. For these older students, the
| egi sl ature recognizes that additional opportunities outside of the
traditional high school classroommy be necessary. It is the intent

of the legislature to explore what I|earning environnents are best
suited to helping these students access the knowl edge and skills
necessary to becone col |l ege or career ready.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) To the extent funds are appropriated,
the office of the superintendent of public instruction in conjunction
wi th the higher education coordinating board and the state board for
community and technical colleges, shall convene a work group to explore
the creation of college and career readiness centers as a way to
provi de additional |earning opportunities for students between the ages
of seventeen and twenty-one who were unable to graduate from high
school with their peers but wsh to continue their education and earn
a diploma. The work group shall, at a m ninmum consider the follow ng
I ssues:

(a) Were coll ege and career readi ness centers should be | ocated;

(b) How to best adm nister the educational programat the centers
in order to provide students with a flexible |earning environnment that
accommodat es t he needs of ol der students;

(c) How students should be provided information about coll ege and
career readiness centers;

(d) Funding nechanisns for college and career readi ness centers;
and

(e) Eligibility criteria for college and career readi ness centers.

(2) The work group shall include representatives of the follow ng
groups, agencies, and organi zati ons:

(a) The office of the superintendent of public instruction;

(b) The state board of educati on;

(c) Teachers and faculty fromthe K-12 and hi gher education system

(d) School adm nistrators;

(e) School counsel ors;

(f) Institutions of higher education;

(g) Skill centers; and

(h) Oher interested organi zati ons and personnel .

(3) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
report the findings of the work group under this section to the state
board of education and the |egislature no |ater than January 10, 2007.

--- END ---
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